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NEWSLETTER
SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT
TO CLOSE CIVIL COURTROOMS
AND BUSINESS OFFICES IN
EAST AND SOUTH COUNTY
CLOSURES SET TO BEGIN NOVEMBER 19, 2012
Contact: Karen Dalton
Phone: (619) 4505353
In an eﬀort to meet a $33 million budget reduction this fiscal year,
the San Diego Superior Court has announced the upcoming closure of
two Civil Business Oﬃces at its East and South County Divisions and
the consolidation of services in the Central Division. The Court has
released a notice of the decision to close one independent calendar
civil courtroom in its South County Division and one independent
civil calendar courtroom in its East County Division, and to
consolidate civil business oﬃce operations of its South and East
County Divisions with those in its Central (Downtown) Division.
Eﬀective November 19, 2012, the one independent calendar civil
courtroom located at the South County Division, 500 Third Avenue,
Chula Vista, will be closed; one of the independent calendar civil
courtrooms located in the East County Division, 250 East Main
Street, El Cajon, will be closed; and the civil business oﬃces in the
East and South County Divisions will no longer accept any civil filings
(including small claims), except those in Civil Harassment/Elder
Abuse cases.
To prepare for these changes, as of November 5, 2012, the East
and South County Division civil business oﬃces will not accept filings
in new civil cases and petitions (including small claims), with the

Upcoming Events

Calendar
October 11
Estate Planning and Probate section
12:15 – 1:15 p.m.
Law Office of Nancy Kaupp Ewin, Esq.
8155 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa
Speaker and Topic TBA
October 16
Family Law Section
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
East County Court, Dept. 6, 250 E. Main
Street, El Cajon
Topic: “Have a Bad Experience with a
‘Professional’ Supervised Visitation
Monitor?”
Speakers: Susan Griffin, M.S.,
Dr. Gretchen Slover, Psy. D.,
Carolyn M. Kirner, Attorney and Private
Supervised Visitation Monitor
November 28
Civil Litigation and Family Law Sections
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
BJ’s Restaurant - Grossmont Center, La
Mesa
Topic: Use of Business Valuations in
Litigation
Speakers: Richard Holstrom CPA/ABV/
CFF, CFE of RGL Forensics

exception of Civil Harassment/Elder Abuse cases. Small claims cases will not be heard in the East and
South County Divisions after December 13, 2012. The civil business oﬃces of the East and South
County Divisions will close to the public at the end of business on December 28, 2012.
These actions are a continuation of operational reductions the San Diego Superior Court has
taken to meet the unprecedented and ongoing state budget cuts enacted in fiscal years 2012/13. These
cuts are in addition to reductions incurred during the preceding four fiscal years. As a result, the court
is facing the most significant reduction of services in its history. Pursuant to Government Code
section '68511.7, the court is inviting public comment on this change prior to implementation. To
ensure prompt review and consideration, comments should be submitted electronically through the
court’s website at http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov (click on AInvitation to Comment@).
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BARRISTER ‘ROUND TOWN
Joint Mixer & MCLE hosted by Thomas Jeﬀerson School of Law
Alumni and Foothills Bar Associations held at Downtown Cafe
By William Hannosh, Esq.
The Thomas Jeﬀerson School of Law Alumni Association and Foothills Bar Association jointly held a
MCLE and mixer on September 27, 2012 at the Downtown Café in downtown El Cajon. It was the first
joint event to take place between the law school and bar association. The MCLE, entitled, “The Domestic
Violence Restraining Order and Its Place Among Immigrant Communities” was presented by William A.
Hannosh, an El Cajon attorney, Dilkhwaz Ahmed, director of
License to Freedom, and Andrea Scripps, a staﬀ attorney from
Civil Pro Tem Judges
the San Diego Volunteer Lawyers Program.
Please be prepared to take the bench at 8:15 a.m.
Date

!

Temporary Judge

Tue, Oct 2, 2012

David Pomeranz, Esq.

Wed, Oct 3, 2012

Paula Rosenstein, Esq.

Thu, Oct 4, 2012

Judy Sanzo, Esq.

Fri, Oct 5, 2012

Anne Perry, Esq.

Tue, Oct 9, 2012

Khodadad Sharif, Esq.

Wed, Oct 10, 2012

Niles Sharif, Esq.

Thu, Oct 11, 2012

Steve Spinella, Esq.

Fri, Oct 12, 2012

Mark Abumeri, Esq.
9/13/12

Tue, Oct 16, 2012

Cynthia Stratton, Esq.

Wed, Oct 17, 2012

Wayne Templin, Esq.

Thu, Oct 18, 2012

Victor Torres, Esq.

Fri, Oct 19, 2012

Susan Yeck, Esq.

Tue, Oct 23, 2012

Connie Zimmerman,
Esq.

Wed, Oct 24, 2012

Catherine Tancredi, Esq.
9/13/12

Thu, Oct 25, 2012

Michael Adkins, Esq.

Fri, Oct 26, 2012

Dan Bacal, Esq.

Tue, Oct 30, 2012

Richard Boyer, Esq.

Wed, Oct 31, 2012

Thomas Bucheneau, Esq.

Mrs. Ahmed, whose non-profit organization works
primarily among Middle Eastern immigrants to raise awareness
in the community about domestic violence and the social and
legal resources available to protect against domestic violence,
spoke at length about the diﬃculties involved with educating
newly-arrived female immigrants about basic human rights
here, including the right to protect one’s children and one’s self
against violence or abuse. Mrs. Ahmed talked about how, even
among community leaders or clergy in the local Iraqi
community, a female victim of domestic violence is not always
encouraged to seek help or guidance to protect herself from
violence or abuse at the hands of an aggressor. As far as the
Middle Eastern community of East San Diego County goes, the
tools and resources available to a Middle Eastern victim hoping
to obtain help are scant, to say the least. License to Freedom
seems to be the only organization in existence, locally, where
such victims of violence can go to get help for themselves and
their children. According to Mrs. Ahmed, her organization
strives to create awareness through education, to allow new
immigrants to understand the power and significance behind
the domestic violence restraining order.
Mrs. Scripps, who works at the San Diego Volunteer
Lawyers Program Domestic Violence Restraining Order Clinic

Foothills Bar Association seeks a chairperson for
the Criminal Law Section. Responsibilities will involve
locating and coordinating speakers for lunch time
MCLE lecture programs on topics of interest and
providing Section status reports to the Foothills Bar
Association Board. Interested attorneys should
contact Carolyn Brock at carolyn@crbrocklaw.com,
619-741-0233.
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in East County, talked about the common obstacles facing self-represented, immigrant clients. Some of
the obstacles discussed were language barriers, cultural misconceptions or misunderstandings, and lack of
knowledge about the law or judicial system. Mrs. Scripps talked about how, in recent years, she has seen a
larger number of Middle Eastern and Eastern European (or Ukrainian) clients, come into her clinic for the
purpose of obtaining restraining orders.
Mr. Hannosh spoke about the problems or pitfalls of allowing third-party family or friends to become
involved in behind-the-scenes negotiations, done for the purpose of reconciling two opposing parties in a
restraining order proceeding. He discussed some of the ethical pitfalls for attorneys, when members of an
ethnic community attempt to negotiate between two disputing parties, without the assistance or
knowledge of attorneys who may be representing the parties. Oftentimes, a third person’s attempts to
informally negotiate a restraining order matter between two parties (done with or without their consent or
knowledge) can make for some diﬃcult ethics scenarios for the attorney.
Of course, with the current budget cuts and their severe impact on the right to access justice, the
panelists seriously discussed the ramifications of a non-English-speaking petitioner having to retain or hire
an interpreter for a domestic violence proceeding. Because the courts cannot provide these interpreters
(once provided free), a litigant is sometimes compelled to retain or hire such interpreters, who charge
their hourly fee, running between $50.00 and $80.00. This expensive necessity causes the petitioner to
The Family Court needs settlement conference judges. Please volunteer and share your expertise.

Contact Kelly Fabros at 619-456-4065 or Kelly.Fabros@SDCourt.CA.Gov.
The fo!owing article origina!y ran in the Los Angeles Times on December 29, 1986.
Thanks to Wi!iam Fischbeck for finding and contributing this.

JUDGES LEAVE THEIR MARK: SMITH AND
DUFFY, A TEAM THAT CHANGED THE COURTS
By: Jim Schachter, Times Staﬀ Writer
December 29, 1986
For a couple of country lawyers, Don Smith and Tom Duﬀy haven’t done half bad. In the ’50s and ’60s, they built
up one of the best regarded law practices in El Cajon. In the ’60s and ’70s, they were leaders of the El Cajon
Municipal Court, which won national recognition for its innovations.
In the ’80s, they were promoted to the San Diego County Superior Court. And now Duﬀy, 59, is succeeding his
old law partner as presiding judge of the Superior Court–“the prince in charge of 50 princes and princesses,” as Smith,
63, describes the job.
The ascendancy of Smith and Duﬀy represents a remarkable consolidation of power by East County judges on a
court where lawyers from outside San Diego proper long were considered interlopers. Only six of the 50 slots on the
Superior Court are filled by judges from El Cajon or La Mesa, a count that will drop by one-third next month, when
Smith and Judge Gilbert Harelson retire. But the East County judges--especially the cadre of former Municipal
Court judges known only half-kiddingly as “the El Cajon Mafia”--have, in the last few years, exerted an influence on
the court and the way it does business out of all proportion to their numbers.
The reforms with which they are identified would not have rankled an institution less steadfast in its
commitment to the status quo. Streamlined administration, tighter control of the court’s notoriously sluggish
calendar and improved service by posting judges in the county’s hinterlands are hardly the stuﬀ of judicial radicalism.
But in the eyes of the downtown legal establishment, Smith and Duﬀy and the other East County judges, in a
disarmingly respectable fashion, have been rebels in black robes.
“The El Cajon Mafia and the takeover by them of the Superior Court is an absolute, classic example of the zeal
of revolutionaries and their ability to overwhelm an unorganized, inchoate, vague opposition,” said Justice Edward
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Butler of the 4th District Court of Appeal, who led the opposition to the East County judges’ reform program when he
was a Superior Court judge.
What Butler, in characteristically hyperbolic rhetoric, terms “a revolutionary stew” first simmered in the relatively
tiny caldron of an East County bar where everyone, it seemed, knew or worked with everyone else.
Smith, a San Francisco native, came to El Cajon in 1956, four years after his graduation from law school, to practice
law with a classmate, Joseph Doerr. The firm represented the city of El Cajon, and Smith served part time as an
assistant city attorney.
Duﬀy, an El Cajon native, joined the firm in 1958, after practicing briefly with Harelson, the La Mesa city attorney.
When Doerr was named to the El Cajon Municipal Court in 1959, Duﬀy became city attorney of El Cajon. Smith
remained as his assistant.
The city posts exposed the ruddy-faced, Irish lawyers to administrative chores, politics and public service-experience that later would define their interests and strengths on the bench.
Smith was the first to get a judgeship. When Doerr died in 1962, Duﬀy nominated Smith to succeed him. Gov.
Edmund G. Brown Sr. appointed Smith, a fellow Democrat, to fill the vacancy.
Duﬀy, a Republican, followed Smith onto the bench in 1967. One of the organizers of Republican Associates, a
group of grass-roots GOP activists tied closely to Ronald Reagan’s candidacy for governor, Duﬀy was Reagan’s first
judicial appointee in San Diego County.
With the other Municipal Court judge in El Cajon, Alfred Lord, Smith and Duﬀy ran the courthouse virtually by
committee. “We brown-bagged almost every day,” Duﬀy recalled. “We discussed all issues. Generally speaking, we
wouldn’t do much or change anything unless we were unanimous, which is rare.”
But change they did. Duﬀy initiated a program of ordering drunken drivers to go to driving school as a condition of
probation. Smith devised the “trial by declaration”--a traﬃc hearing in which the witnesses submitted their statements
in writing, saving the time and cost of requiring police oﬃcers to appear in court. Both practices now are in wide use
across the state.
“We just looked at things and asked ourselves, ‘Can it be improved?’ ” Duﬀy said. “For the public, as a general rule,
it probably would be a flip of a coin whether they’d rather go to a dentist and get a tooth pulled or go to a court ... So
the more convenient you can make it for them, I think, the better the system is.”
It wasn’t until the mid-1970s, though, that all the conditions were in place for the judges’ reformist instincts to
fully flower. Edmund G. Brown Jr. was governor. Bob Wilson represented East County in the state Senate. Wilson, who
had the governor’s ear when it came to judicial appointments in San Diego County, got his old Army buddy and law
partner G. Dennis Adams named to the growing El Cajon Municipal Court. And the East County good ol’ boys started
pulling strings.
With a population explosion under way in East County, the El Cajon judges thought the public deserved a fullservice courthouse. The Municipal Court, by law, could handle minor civil lawsuits, traﬃc infractions and preliminary
proceedings in criminal cases. But lawyers and clients with more serious matters to litigate, including domestic cases,
had to go downtown, where the Superior Court was quartered.
The downtown court staunchly opposed the creation of a branch Superior Court in El Cajon, fearing it would be
hard to administer, inconvenient for San Diego lawyers and counterproductive to eﬀorts to revitalize the city’s
downtown core. So the El Cajon judges turned to their friend state Senator Wilson to help them win the added powers
their downtown colleagues wouldn’t share.

Foothills Bar Association Notice of Board Meeting:
The Foothills Bar Association Board of Directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month.
The next meetings will be October 16 and November 20 in the 2nd floor conference room at
7777 Alvarado Road, La Mesa (Allied Plaza Building). Meetings begin at 4:45 p.m. and continue
until business is completed. If you want your voice to be heard in policy discussion and
upcoming events planning or would simply like to learn more about the organization, your
attendance is welcome.
!
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Thus was born “the El Cajon experiment”--legislation carried by Wilson and signed by Brown in 1977 that granted
the El Cajon bench, alone among the state’s municipal courts, most of the duties otherwise possessed only by superior
courts.
As Butler recalls it, he and Superior Court Judge Franklin Orfield--armed with resolutions by the San Diego
County Bar Assn. and the county trial lawyers association and a vote of the Superior Court judges opposing the
experiment--went to Sacramento believing they had a solid shot at lobbying the Legislature to defeat Wilson’s bill.
They had not reckoned with the arm-twisting skills of Tom Duﬀy, however.
“Duﬀy was up there working the back corridors,” Butler said. “He had that thing all lined up, and we go up there
and wham!” Even after the East County judges’ victory in the Legislature, Butler continued to fight the expansion of
their powers, mounting a challenge to the constitutionality of Wilson’s bill.
But the deck was too heavily stacked against the downtown judges’ resistance. Governor Brown’s new chief justice,
Rose Elizabeth Bird, through the state Judicial Council, assigned superior court authority to the El Cajon judges. The
experiment has survived until today under those terms--and spread to the county’s other Municipal Courts as well,
sharply reducing the criminal caseload, in particular, of an overburdened, understaﬀed Superior Court.
Even Butler admits, now, that the East County judges had the right idea. “I have to say it’s not all that bad,” he
said. “They have seen more clearly than probably the rest of us what could be done and needed to be done.
Decentralization of the courts in the county is an idea of a time that’s about here, much as we deplore it.”
The El Cajon experiment redounded to the benefit of virtually everyone associated with it.
Lord, in 1977, became the first El Cajon municipal judge ever elevated to the Superior Court. Municipal Judge
Gerald Lewis won election to the Superior Court the next year, and later was appointed to the 4th District Court of
Appeal.
Brown elevated Smith, Adams and Municipal Judge Howard Bechefsky to the Superior Court in 1979. When
Bechefsky was killed in an accident a year later, Duﬀy, who had turned down earlier appointments, accepted an oﬀer to
replace him.
Gains were realized even by a second generation of El Cajon lawyers. Michael Brennan, who headed the El Cajon
oﬃce of Defenders Inc., the public defender organization, and William Howatt Jr., El Cajon chief for the district
attorney’s oﬃce, won appointments in 1979 to the El Cajon Municipal Court. (Brennan died last year.) Thomas Murphy,
a partner in Smith and Duﬀy’s old firm, succeeded Duﬀy on the Municipal Court, then was appointed to the Superior
Court last year.
“Some people accused us of creating the El Cajon experiment to get us all transferred downtown,” Duﬀy quipped.
Meanwhile, Harelson, who had been appointed to the Superior Court in 1970, outpolled Butler in a vote of their
colleagues and was elected presiding judge in 1981. With the later elections of Smith and now Duﬀy, judges from East
County have held the Superior Court’s top job since then, except for a two-year stint served by Judge William Low of
San Diego.
“The rednecks of East County,” Butler said, “let the eﬀete dilettantes downtown understand that there’s raw
strength out there amongst the manure.”

The Foothills Bar Association Annual Dinner/50th Anniversary Celebration will
be held Wednesday January 23, 2013 at the La Mesa Community Center, Arbor View
Room. Please reserve this date on your calendars for a very special evening of fun and
celebration as we look back over the last 50 years! We are looking for old photographs and
memories for this event. If you have a funny story or photograph you wish to share, please
contact Carolyn Brock at carolyn@crbrocklaw.com. In particular, we are looking for
photographs or quotes from past board members and presidents. If you are a past president
and would like to submit a photo, please e-mail it to Carolyn Brock.

!
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While Duﬀy takes pride in having kicked up his share of that
manure, he insists that there has been no conspiracy by the East
County judges to grab power in the Superior Court--that there is no
redneck Mafia making oﬀers the other judges can’t refuse.

Family Law Settlement Panel
Date

“We’re all friends, but we’re not plotting, we’re not organizers,”
he said. “By the very nature of what we’ve done, we’re probably
more inclined to look at judicial administration--more so than many
other judges might, because of our companionship together and
because of our thought process and because of the fact we looked at
our court structure (in El Cajon), which was small, and we were able
to change it and improve it.”

Wed, Oct 3, 2012

Under Smith’s leadership during the last two years, the East
County team has focused its renovation eﬀorts on the civil and
domestic courts.

Wed, Oct 10, 2012

Smith helped lead a campaign in Sacramento and before the
county Board of Supervisors to obtain nine additional judgeships for
the hardpressed Superior Court. The judges convinced the
supervisors to lease an oﬃce building for use by the domestic courts
beginning next spring, making room available in the downtown
courthouse for more of the newly-won judicial positions.
Starting Jan. 2, meantime, the court will implement new rules
designed to slash the long wait to get civil lawsuits resolved--now
often as much as three or four years from the time of filing. The
new system depends on computers and judges to ride herd on

Temporary Judge
Robert Lesh
Gary Glauser
Sandra Mayberry
Solveig Duprey
Scott Finkbeiner
Richard Renkin
Marilyn Bierer

Wed, Oct 17, 2012

Judi Sanzo
Julia Garwood

Wed, Oct 24, 2012

Charles Schmidt

Wed, Oct 31, 2012

Cynthia Baker – canceled
Marilyn Bierer - canceled

lawyers, imposing frequent deadlines on attorneys to encourage them to keep cases moving.
Smith says Duﬀy after him, like Harelson before him, is a member of the “proactive” school of court management,
and thus likely to make the new rules work.
Other judges and attorneys, in fact, say Duﬀy’s personality may make him even more apt than Smith to succeed in
court reform. Where Smith is blunt, even argumentative, they say, Duﬀy is smoother, more subtle.
“Smith is more conservative than Duﬀy,” adds Adams, who says both men are “like fathers” to him. “Duﬀy is more
open to innovation than Smith. You’ve got to talk to Smith. Duﬀy, if it strikes his fancy, he’s oﬀ and running.”
Smith, who insists his old law partner is no less blunt and unforgiving than he, says Duﬀy has a special knack for
deflating the pompous, and he warns potential adversaries to be prepared to be struck down by the new presiding
judge’s rapier wit.
Once, Smith recalled, Duﬀy ruled against a motion by a particularly haughty lawyer.
“Your Honor,” the attorney sniﬀed. “I don’t understand your ruling.”
As Smith tells the tale, Duﬀy glanced at the jury, then turned to the lawyer.
“Think about it awhile,” Duﬀy said. “It’ll come to you.”

The Foothills Bar Association’s “Hard to Get” MCLE program will be on January 15, 2013 at the La Mesa Community
Center. Topics will be legal ethics, substance abuse and elimination of bias. Dinner will be provided. Details to follow.

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING & RATES
Business Card size:
$25.00 for one month
$125.00 for six months
$250.00 for one year
(Includes publication in annual attorney directory)

!

Issue Sponsorship
(one-half page ad):
$250.00 per issue
(Checks must accompany ad request)
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2012 FBA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS,
SECTION CHAIRS & COMMITTEES
OFFICERS
President ! !

Carolyn R. Brock !

carolyn@crbrocklaw.com!

!

619-741-0233

Vice President!

Keith Jones !

kjones9001@gmail.com!

!

619-462-6220

Treasurer ! !

Bradley Schuber!

bschuber@a-k.com!

!

!

619-589-8800

Secretary ! !

Cheryl L. Stengel!

cs@debtsd.com!!

!

!

619-233-1727

!

DIRECTORS
!

!

Stanley Bacinett!

sjb@bacinettlaw.com! !

!

619-667-4000

!

!

Mandie Bullock!

mandie.bullock@gmail.com!

!

619-507-8024

!

!

Nancy Ewin!

nancy@nkewinlaw.com!!

!

619-698-1788

!

!

William Hannosh!

whannosh@gmail.com! !

!

619-579-4200

!

!

Heather Milligan!

hmilligan@mclex.com! !

!

619-440-4444

!

!

Mark R. Raftery !

mraftery@epsten.com! !

!

858-527-0111

!

!

Charles Schmidt

!

619-466-2876

!

!

Kim Marie Staron!

kstaron@lawinsandiego.com! !

619-574-8000

!

!

!

! cjsesq@cox.net !

!

REPRESENTATIVES
!

!

Sheryl S. Graf, SDCBA !

!

!

!

!

619-440-5716

!

!

Judy M. Marolt, Lawyers Club! !

!

!

!

619-442-1857

SECTION CHAIRS/MEMBERS
FAMILY LAW: ! !

Will Hannosh

CIVIL LITIGATION: ! Cheryl Stengel, Mark R. Raftery
ESTATE PLANNING: ! Nancy Kaupp Ewin, Carolyn R. Brock

COMMITTEES

!

ADVERTISING ! !

!

!

!

Chair: ! Nancy Kaupp Ewin

LAW DAY !

!

!

!

Chair: ! Carolyn R. Brock

!

HARD-TO-GET CREDITS SEMINAR ! !

Chair: ! Keith Jones

MEMBERSHIP ! !

!

!

!

Chair: ! Bradley Schuber

ADDRESS CHANGES! !

!

!

!

Bradley Schuber!

bschuber@a-k.com
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SUBMISSIONS
Your submissions are welcome! Send articles, letters, flyers, and other non-advertising submissions
to Cheryl Stengel at cs@debtsd.com.

ADDRESS CHANGES
Send change of address or telephone number to Bradley Schuber at 619-589-8800.

Foothills Bar Association
P.O. Box 1077
El Cajon, CA 92022

Addressee Name
4321 First Street
Anytown, State 54321

